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□ Charge to credit card for the fee due. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 
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Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the 
accompanying information was cited in a corresponding Japanese patent application on 
September 27, 2006 and is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, a copy of each of the documents cited is enclosed. 
However, copies of the listed U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications are not 
enclosed since it is no longer required according to the July 1 1 , 2003 waiver of the 
requirement for copies of cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications in 
national patent applications filed after June 30, 2003 and international applications entering 
the national stage under 35 U.S.C. § 371 after June 30, 2003. 

JP '263 corresponds to U.S. Patent 6,801,340 and JP '986 corresponds to U.S. 
Patent 5,715,070. 

The documents are being submitted within three (3) months of the filing or entry of 
the national stage of this application or before the first Office Action on the merits, whichever 
is later. Since these documents are being filed within the time period set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .97(b), no fee or statement is required. 

I, the undersigned, hereby state that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of 
this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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This Information Disclosure Statement contains information which is not in the 
English language but were cited in a search report or other action by a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application. In accordance with MPEP § 609 III A(3), an English 
language version of the search report or action which indicates the degree of relevance 
found by the foreign office is being submitted herewith. 



To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It 
is respectfully requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this form be returned to the 
undersigned. 



/ 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: November 29. 2006 
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P.O. Box 1404 
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I wnw o a ?nnfi I 


Application Number 


1 0/807,346 W " ~ Pi 


Filing Date 


March 24, 2004 


First Named Inventor 


Tohyama Daisetsu 




Examiner Name 


Edward L. Coles 


Attorney Docket No. 


1018656-000683 



of 



1 



Examiner 
Initials 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document 
Number 



Kind Code 
(if known) 



Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 



Issue/Publication Date 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 



5,715,070 



Tone et al. 



02-03-1998 



6,801,340 



B1 



Endo 



10-05-2004 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Document 
Number 


Kind Code 
(if known) 


Country 


Date of 
Publication 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 


STATUS 


Translation 


Partial 
Translation 


Eng. Lang. 
Summary 


Japanese 
Office Action 


IPER 


Abstract 


Cited in Spec 




*8-274986 




Japan 


10-18-1996 








X 




X 






*1 1-1 34263 




Japan 


05-21-1999 








X 




X 





































































































































































































NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 




Japanese Office Action, with Enqlish-lanquage translation, dated September 27, 2006. 



















Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. § 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 



